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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified atrave is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b), 

Status 

1 )0 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 42A3A8-50 and 54-68 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 42, 43, 48-50 and 54-68 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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The benefit of claims filed on 28 February 2003 was not entered because the 
required reference was not timely filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5). If the application is an application filed under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 1 (a) on 
or after November 29, 2000, the reference to the prior application must be submitted 
during the pendency of the application and within the later of four months from the 
actual filing date of the application or sixteen months from the filing date of the prior 
application. If the application is a nonprovisional application which entered the national 
stage from an international application filed on or after November 29, 2000, after 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 371 , the reference to the prior application must be made 
during the pendency of the application and within the later of four months from the date 
on which the national stage commenced under 35 U.S.C. 371 (b) or (f) or sixteen 
months from the filing date of the prior application. See 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2)(ii) and 
(a)(5)(ii). If applicants desire priority under 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) based upon a previously 
filed application, applicant must file a petition for an unintentionally delayed benefit claim 
under 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(3) or (a)(6). The petition must be accompanied by: (1 ) the 
reference required by 35 U.S.C. 120 or 1 19(e) and 37 CFR 1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5) to the 
prior application (unless previously submitted); (2) a surcharge under 37 CFR 1.1 7(t); 
and (3) a statement that the entire delay between the date the claim was due under 37 
CFR 1 .78(a)(2) or (a)(5) and the date the claim was filed was unintentional. The 
Director may require additional information where there is a question whether the delay 
was unintentional. The petition should be addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 
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Assuming arguendo that the claims were filed properly they are nevertheless rejected 
as seen hereinbelow. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 42, 43, 48-50 and 54-68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by WO 96/37332 (of record) (hereinafter '332) The *332 teaches 
method of making tip structures or spring contact elements on a sacrificial substrate, 
mounting tip structures on the contact ends of the interconnection elements and 
removing the sacrificial substrate wherein the interconnection elements are resident on 
the sacrificial substrate, wherein the tip structures or contact elements are formed by 
means of a masking layer on the sacrificial substrate, wherein an electronic component 
can be a semiconductor, wherein the electronic component can be a space transformer 
of a probe card assemble (Cf. bottom line of pages 50 and 54 in WO 96/37332). 

In the event that the above rejection is not viable, the application still has claims 
which are properly rejectable over another application. That is there is a provisional 
rejection under U.S.C. 101 over Application Number 09/846,490 

This is not a Final Rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to C. J. Arbes at 
telephone number (703)308-1857. 

CARL J. ARBES 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



